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ARA UPDATE OCTOBER 2026

HAUNTED TRAIL - Oct 23! Please see event poster on page 4. Community members who can assist with
any aspect of the “haunted torture chamber” (ideas, preparation of props, set-up, take down, working on
the night as a ‘live prop’ or a guide) we need your assistance — please contact a member of the executive.

Kids Halloween Pumpkin Carving Party: Sunday, October 18 at 2:00-4:00 in the Lodge room (entrance at
side of community centre). Come and carve a pumpkin to display on the Haunted Trail (or take home if you
like). Treats, outside play (weather permitting) and costume parade for those who wish to dress up.

Fall and Halloween Sign Workshop: Tuesday, October 13 at 6:30 in the community centre Multi-purpose
Room. Presented by Memory Lane Woodworks. Choose a Fall or Halloween design - all supplies included,
no experience necessary. Cost is $45.00; pre-register by October 8 at https://forms.gle/YotVnYfkJug5fWP29
(see Blandford Community Facebook page for design options and registration link).

Youth Basketball Skills: Mondays at 6:30-7:45 October 19-November 23 Community Centre Gym; for
youth ages 8-12. Coaches Rob and Chris will guide participants through instructional drills designed to
improve basketball skills, with practice through pick-up games. Cost is $30.00 and pre-registration is
required by October 12 - contact Nancy at n.webb@dal.ca or 902-225-2915. Payment can be made on the
first night.

Games Night: Mondays 7:00-9:00 pm in the Community Centre Multipurpose Room. 2.00/person. Any
game that can be played on a table. Bring your own game or join in with friends and neighbours! You may
also bring snacks and drinks (alcohol excluded).

Chair Yoga: Fridays, 10:00-11:00 in the Community Centre . Drop-in fee is $7.00/class — please bring exact
change if possible. All are welcome to this fun and ‘user-friendly’ class. No previous experience is
necessary. Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat if you have one.

Drop-in Pickleball:

Thursdays 6:00-7:30 in the Community Centre gym. $3.00/player. Beginner and experienced players are
welcome, age 13+. Cancellations will be posted on the community centre Facebook page by 3:00 pm on
Thursdays. (https://www.facebook.com/blandfordcommunitycentre) All equipment is provided, please
wear non-marking sneakers. Questions? Email: Pickleball@BellAliant.com.

WATCH BLANDFORD AND COMMUNITY CENTRE FACEBOOK PAGES FOR UPDATES AND CHANGES TO
ACTIVITIES. |If any community members have ideas for programs, please contact a member of the Executive
— we welcome your ideas and feedback! ARA executive: Carly LeBlanc 902-277-1269; Mary Norwood 902-
228-2453, Vicki Schnare 902-228-2234 (vicki.schnare@bellaliant.net), Nancy Webb 902-225-2915
(n.webb@dal.ca), Wendy Clark 902-877-4871 (wendyl.clark@gmail.com), and Emily Woodworth
.(emilylwoodworth@live.com)
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COMMUNITY NEWS

DISTRICT # 1 COMMUNITY CENTRE

DISTRICT #1 BLANDFORD
BL‘ANDFOP\_D COMMUNITY CENTRE
- Increase in Room Rental Rates

Our Board of Directors met in September to review our room rental

rates. These rates were last reviewed in 2023, and no changes were
made at that time. The Board has agreed to a small increase of $5 per hour for all rooms. We
understand that costs are rising for everyone, and we certainly don’t want to add to that burden.
However, we also need to do our best to cover our increasing
operating costs and keep the Community Centre open and
available to serve the Blandford community. The new rates will
take effect November 1, 2026. Please see the document on the IMPORTANT
next page for updated rates. We look forward to continuing to
support the Blandford Community!

NOTICE

UPCOMING EVENTS!
- _ s o § 1. Community Centre Fundraiser Breakfast -

Saturday, October 17", g - 11 am Includes eggs,

-9 bacon, sausage, toast, beans, hashbrowns, coffee,
tea & juice. $12 cash or debit, kids under 10 - $5,
under 3 - FREE

| 2. 36™ Annual Arts and Crafts Fair - Sunday,
November 8", 10 am to 3 pm, $3 admission and

' hourly door prizes! Canteen open for lunch!

Next Board of Directors Meeting is Wed, October 7" at 7pm. All meetings are open to the
public!

Board of Directors for 2026/2027 -

Kelly Fitzgerald, Chair 902-222-1046 kahfitzgerald@gmail.com
Wendy Clark, Vice Chair 902-877-4871 wendyl.clark@gmail.com
Karen Overholt, Secretary  519-567-1591 francis_karen@hotmail.com

Board Members (2026/2027)
Samantha Murphy, Odessa Bezanson, Joanne Walton, Eric Miller, Mary Norwood, Tami Clarke, Edward Burdon
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

DISTRICT #1 COMMUNITY CENTRE ANNUAL RENT REVIEW 2026

(Two different rates schemes have been established, District #1 Community Member Rate (C) and Non-Community
Member Rate [N).)

1. GYMNASIUM - C - $35/hour, $200/day, N - $45/hour, $250/day — up to 12 hours

a. Churches — District #1 — each church — no charge for two events per year as agreed in the by-laws of the
Society for the District #1 Community Centre which is not transferable between churches.

b. Waeddings and receptions — C - $200/day, N - $250/day
- 12 hour maximum with bar. No catering, if outside caterer used they must show proof of
liability insurance. Full payment required up front. Free rent for decorating for the event the
evening before. $25/hr fee for use of a community centre bartender.

c. Aspotogan Recreation Association - $30/hr for all activities

d. Chester Recreation Department - $35/hr for all activities

2. MULTI-PURPOSE - C - $20/hr or $80/day, N - $25/hr or $100/day — up to 12 hours
Includes use of Lodge Room Kitchen with rental

3. YOUTH ROOM —C - $10/hr or $70/day, N - $20/hr or $100/day — up to 12 hours
Includes use of Lodge Room Kitchen with rental

4. LODGE ROOM - C - $30/hr or $90/day, N - $35/hr or $110/day — up to 12 hours

Includes use of Lodge Room Kitchen with rental

5. ROAD SIGN - $10/day or $50/week — no charge for programs at the CC

6. KITCHEN —$30/hr or $150/day — up to 8 hours.
The charge when used for a fundraising event is $20/hr or $80 maximum for 8 hours. Outside
caterers must show Proof of Liability Insurance.

7. FUNERALS - 1 room rental for funerals for families in District #1 are free of charge forup to 8
hours. Any catering required is extra. Coffee and tea service is included.

8. DAMAGE DEPOSIT FOR BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND SPORTS EVENTS — Damage will be billed.

9. Groups using multiple rooms over multiple days can negotiate a rental package. Email -
blandfordns@gmail.com to discuss.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

l ‘ )
Presented by the Aspotogan Rgareation.A -;;f_;,j;e:im;m
‘ :

Agimiission by Donation

Come to the upper field of the Blandford Community Centre to meet your guide.
Please no lining up early.
Walking trail only - no motorized vehicles for the protection of our actors and props.
To ensure that all enjoy the experience, PLEASE no flashlights and cellphone lights, and
NO TOUCHING of the props or actors.

Event may not be suitable for the very young, and anyone 14 and under must be always
accompanied by an adult.

Rain Date Oct 24™
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

THE FIRE PROTECTION COMMISSIONERS
FOR THE DISTRICT OF BLANDFORD

Regular Monthly Meeting
October 19, 2026 7PM

Blandford Community Centre in the Lodge
All Ratepayers are welcome to view meetings

Watch our Facebook page for any updates or changes at
‘BLANDFORD & AREA FIRE RESCUE”

BLANDFORD & AREA FIRE RESCUE

Fire Prevention Week October 4-10

Fun fire safety online games,
coloring sheets, interactive

www.sparky.org

www.firefighters5050.com/192
" In support of Blandford & Area Fire Rescue

www.firefighters5050.com

For any questions please contact Shelley Hartley
Email: blandfordcommission@bellaliant.com

www.blandfordfire.ca

October 2026
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

OF NOVA SCOTIA

www.athenaeumns.org

After 77 Years- A New NATO?

Presented by
Susan Pond

For seven decades, the US has played a key leadership role in the
NATO Alliance. In addition to reaffirming their commitment to
Article 5, a recent NATO summit focused on Ukraine, 5% defence
spending and a new defence industrial base.

But will current US NATO policy force a new NATO approach to
meet emerging security risks?

Susan Pond, former senior Canadian woman on the International
Staff at NATO HQ for the past two decades, will bring her
considerable experience and expertise to answer this question.

Sunday, October 18, at 2:30pm
Ocean Swells Community Centre
Northwest Cove, 2726Hwy 329 (Hwy 103 Exit 6)

All are welcome. Q & A following. More information at
www.athenaeumns.org
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Coming this

Fall...

Volunteer

Summit
2026

Local Hands. Lasting Impact.

Saturday, Nov 7, 2026
NSCC, Bridgewater

For Summit updates email:
recreation@chester.ca
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

October 2026

Wooden Crafts for Sale

Wide variety of hand-made wooden

crafts available at reasonable prices,

including: stools, buoys, birdhouses
and feeders, Christmas crafts and

more!

22 Publicover Road, Blandford

Terry Zinck (902) 228-2333

2026

Saturday
3

9:00 to 3:00 pm - Same Day
Clinic

10

24
09:00 to 12:00 Noon —
Menopause/Forms Clinic

31
9:00 to 3:00 pm — Same Day
Clinic

Phone Lines for the Same Day Clinic Open 8:00am Each Clinic Day
Call (go2) 273-2098 For A Same Day Appointment (We DO NOT offer walk-in service; you must have an appt.)
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2
9:30 to 2:00 pm - Same Day 9:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day
Clinic Clinic#
6 7 8 9
9:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day Clinic Q:00 am to 5 pm - Dr. Monssette 9:30 to 2:00 pm— Same Day
(Referral) Clhinic
13 14 a5 16
9:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day Clinic 9:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day Clinic 9:30to 2:00 p.m - Same Day
4:30 to 7200 PM — Climic
Menopause/Forms Clinic
20 21 22 23
g:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day Clinic 8:30 to 12:00 - Menopause/Forms 9:30 to 2:00 pm - Same Day 9200 to 5:00 pm — Same Day
Clinic Clinic clinic
27 28 29 30
9:00 to 5:00 pm — Same Day Clinic 9:00 to 5:00 pm ~ Same Day Clinic 9:30 to 2:00 pm - Same Day 900 to 5:00 pm — Same Day
4:30 to 7200 PM — 9:00 am to 5 pm - Dr. Morissette Clinic clinic
Menopause/Forms Clinic (Referral)
RED - Same Day Clinic | BLUE - Dr. Morissette (Psychiatry)
BLACK - Dr. O'Neil (Menopause, Metabolic Health & Forms Clinic)
Referral means you must have a referral from your Family GP/NP; Same Day Clinic is done same day only starting at 8am.
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BUSINESS SERVICES

-

r\{ AN B

ASPOTOGAN

GOLF CLUB

Visit our Pro Shop to get great Memberships are
deals on golf shirts, hats, available to purchase

and golf accessories
376 Parkwood Drive, Mill Cove

to book a Tee Time call 902-857-1333 or visit us online at aspotoganridge.com

Services Available at Aspotogan Heritage Trust
10 Pte. Richard Green Lane, Hubbards

Free wifi and public computer usage Printing, Scanning, Faxing, Copying

Shredding , Laminating, Binding
Co-working spaces (hourly/daily/weekly rates) and boardroom access are available

Grant information and support services for community groups

For more information, contact the Aspotogan Heritage Trust (AHT) at

902-857-1133 or via email at info@aspotogan.org
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BUSINESS SERVICES

SPECIALIZING IN: DEALER FOR:

Marine Parts Stright Mackay

Boat Hauling Mermaid Marine

Marine Repair Western Marine

& Service Vernon d’Eon Fishing Supplies
CC Marine Distributers

STORAGE, BOAT SALES, CAR & TRUCK ACCESSORIES, TRAILER SALES & SERVICE

Call us today (902-228-2205) with all your marine servicing needs
Find us on Facebook under Blandford Marine

> AUTO RECYCLERS LTD.

Since 1960 LOCATED IN BLANDFORD

“The Affordable Alternative”

Rebuilders

ASK ABOUT Da| |y

o1 DAY Ph 228-2300 Delivery to

WARRANTY Fax 228-2522 Halifax &
800-555-3204 Bridgewater

wood sAaAnodopsiapbd
WO SADAO D MMM
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BUSINESS SERVICES

Exceptional
Customer Service

Save up to $150
on EVERY Fill!

v
v
& oy Free Auoil
v
v

Quality Furnace Oil
at a Discounted Price
Servicing the South Shore of Nova Scotia
From Upper Tantallon to Liverpool &
Surrounding Areas

Fast, Friendly &
Reliable

East River, NS

" 1—866-406-F(UEL

3835)

KEVIN BRALOVICH

DUCKWORTH

B 5T AT, E

FOR | SALE

DOORS { 002-220-2115

4
. s, e duckworthrealestare.com
4 ’/."
%

» DA kadin@duckworthrealestate.com
& kevinbralovich.ca
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BUSINESS SERVICES

*‘%{éﬁf@’?ﬂ‘s\

'\ Esther Lorenz, CCA ;Q @
Caregiver 25+ years

G-5
Contracting & Consulting Ltd.

902-717-7849
abonangfive@gamail.com

New Construction, Renovations,
Decks, Garages, Fences, efc.

Offering: Personal Care ~

’o..,l.Cooking ~Errands ~ Cleaning
— ~ Respite *Bonded

N (902) 980-0298

NN

RE D S PAI NTI N G "Female owned and operated,

we fix drywall too!"
:/i,”/?’/ Canson fMountain : y
¢ Interior painting

Murals

Faux finishing

Signage

New construction/renovations

ﬂ 902.403.3171

1‘/m nthiouses @contractornet
HUBBARDS/ASPOTOGAN PENINSULA

We provide The Village

photography for

Portraits Emporium A {l‘\\\ lﬁ‘\\

Headshots EST 2006 GIFT SHOP = .‘E ® B &@&
Graduation Chester, Nova Scotia HH--- = . .".:

Weddings
Newborn villageemporium@yahoo.ca

Eveiits i www.villageemporiumns.com
Sports b Ei TheVillageEmporiumChester
7). & (902) 277-2998 P
Jrever 2 ])m'/rnr ({,«(w((lr If you have an idea . S 902-275_4773

:‘;‘;S‘%ﬁ::g:g:gﬁ: @ JDream Jmagine Believe or project we would o PO Box 539, 11 Pleasant St
Bayswater, Nova Scotia Plheleqraphy be happy to help. Chester, Nova Scotia BOJ 1J0

12
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BUSINESS SERVICES

HANDY ARM REPAIRS

Home repairs, electrical, plumbing, carpentry, drywall

Exterior repairs, decks, steps, sheds, windows/screens

Interior repairs, kitchens, bathrooms, basements
Decluttering of home interiors and exterior sheds, garages
Property clean-up and junk removal
Over 25 years handyman experience
Reasonable rates. Small job? No problem!

Call Armand at 1-902-275-0166

MARK HUNGATE
Owner. 1(902)-212-2923 n

« Tree removal u
« Tree felling u
« Limb removal and pruning 1

« Lot clearance " \( e

« Wood chipping i LAN G L E i

. Hedge trimming " Home & Property Mainentance i
aspotogantreesegmail.com + Hubbards, Nova Scotia :: CONSTRUC TION ::

:  Matt Langley 902-277-0677 =

T The Little Guy Computer Consultants & Repair " mlangley0677@gmail.com ;
L Slow computer, pop-Up windows won't go away or your i e
computer started thinking for itself? i NEW CONSTRUCTION s

Larry Chrysler —— 902-999-2205 i :

emai; HELP@ThelittleGuy.ca website: http://TheLittleGuy.ca . 8 RENOVATIONS EE
Call us, we can help get you back t " : : i
ot ol : Proudly working for our Community!

13



Aspotogan Recreation Association Community Newsletter October 2026

BUSINESS SERVICES

WAR MTH PERFECT FOR:
W 8 &
M A D E S I M P lE - FIREPLACES WOOD STOVES  FIRE PITS

At PayLess Firewood, we make it easy to enjoy
high-quality, seasoned firewood without the
hassle. Whether it’s for your fireplace, wood
stove, or fire pit — we’ve got you covered.

PREMIUM SEASONED HARDWOOD

Clean burning, high heat, and low smoke
for the best fire experience.

FAST & RELIABLE DELIVERY

We deliver where and when you need it -
right to your doorstep.

SUSTAINABLE & RESPONSIBLE

Ethically sourced firewood that'’s better for _, ¢
your home and the environment. N>

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION FRST 1 BUNDLE & BULK OPTIONS
We're proud to provide friendly service : " A \ /T,v. /}\ H_ /] E ’__E[

and top-notch quality, every time.

e = S i ]

ORDER TODAY & LL SEASON LONG!
O 902-817-8745 | & o | @ pretzein

X sales@paylessfirewood.com

———— % Y QUALITY FIREWOOD. Kk —
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PARISH SCHEDULE/COMMUNITY NOTICES

October 2026

Arglican Churches of the Aspotogen Pertlamls https-_//parishofblandfofd_ca

0\60"!"4‘% Parish of Blandford Ministry@ParishofBlandford.ca

St. Cuthbert’s: 2734 NS-329,
Northwest Cove
All Saints: 4122 NS-329, Bayswater

October 2026 Worship Schedule
(latest updates: https://parishofblandford.ca/service-schedule/)
October 4 orning Prayer 10:00am  All Saints, Bayswater
October 11 ucharist 10:00am  St. Cuthberts, Northwest Cove
October 18 ucharist 10:00am  All Saints, Bayswater
October 25 orning Prayer 10:00am  St. Cuthberts, Northwest Cove

The Parish of Blandford is quite excited to have Rev. Robin Majors come and give
our parish a Eucharistic Service once a month. Rev. Robin Majors is a retired military
chaplain who is now living in Eastern Passage. He is originally from Rocky Harbour,
Newfoundland. This month he will be leading our Thanksgiving service on October
11. For October 18 we will have one of our fill-in ministers, Rev. Rick Price, for our
service.

Need a Ride? Community Wheels Can Help!

Whether you're visiting the Chester area, heading to a local attraction, attending an event, running errands or

oring the South Shore, Community Wheels offers accessible, affordable transportation throughout the rec

Who Can Book? Charter Service:

Everyone! The only requirement is Book a private charter for your

3)
8 : : T
€ w that your trip begins within the group, family, event, tour, or

v o™ Municipality of Chester. special outing.

‘to reserve your ride and travel with confidence.

julie@communitywheels.ca

15
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COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
OCTOBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
BCC = Blandford 0OS = Ocean 1 2 3
Community Swells Community Pickleball Chair Yoga
Centre Centre BCC 6 pm BCC 10 am
45's cards
0S 7pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10 am Games Night Fire Trg 7 pm BCC Board Mtg Pickleball Chair Yoga
All Saints BCC 7pm 7pm BCC 6 pm BCC 10 am
45's cards 45's cards
0S 7pm 0S 7pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10 am Games Night Fall & Halloween | 45's cards Pickleball Chair Yoga Breakfast
St. Cuthberts BCC  7pm Sign workshop 0S 7 pm BCC 6 pm BCC 10am BCC 9am
BCC  6:30pm Seasiders
BCC 7 pm
Fire Trg 7 pm 45's cards
0S 7pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10 am Youth basketball | Fire Trg 7 pm 45's cards Pickleball Chair Yoga
All Saints BCC  6:30pm 0S 7 pm BCC 6 pm BCC 10am
Kids pumpkin Fire Mtg NOV 2026 s cards
carving BCC 2pm | BCC 7pm Newsletter P
) Deadline Haunted Trail
Athenaeum Games Night BCC 7 pm
2:30 pm OS BCC 7pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10 am Youth basketball | Fire Trg 7 pm 45's cards Pickleball Chair Yoga
St. Cuthberts BCC 6:30pm OS 7pm BCC 6 pm BCC 10 am
Games Night 45's cards
BCC 7pm 0Ss 7pm

Personal Ads and

Newsletter Advertisement Rates

Business Ads and

Thank you Notices Community Groups
1/4 Page $ 8.00 Business Cards $ 8.00
1/2 Page  $12.00 1/4 Page $12.00
Full Page $23.00 1/2 Page $18.00
Full Page $35.00

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE
CONTACT EDITOR FOR MORE INFO
$36.00 per year

Editor Information

SEND SUBMISSIONS TO:

Sandra McFadyen EDITOR
ARA Newsletter
54 Upper Blandford Wharf Rd
Blandford, NS BO0J 1TO

E-mail: aspotogan329@gmail.com
Phone: 902-817-9906

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR NOV
NEWSLETTER:

OCTOBER 20, 2026
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